A guide for parents and carers











People and Society is a combined Social
Subjects course.
The theme of the course is ‘young people
around the world’.
The course incorporates elements of History,
Geography and Modern Studies.
The course is divided into three units, which
focus on three different countries – Scotland,
Brazil and China.
Each unit is taught by a different teacher.









The Scottish topic is the history part of the
course and is taught by a member of the
History Department (Miss Dunlop this year)
This topic is largely structured around a book–
‘Night Song of the Last Tram’. This book is
the memoir of a young boy, Robert Douglas,
who grew up in Maryhill in Glasgow in the
1940s.
The topic explores some of the social history
elements of the book – school, transport and
leisure. Pupils will also learn about aspects of
the Second World War – evacuation, bombing
and the D-Day landings.
There is one assessment for this part of the
course – which is about evacuation and will
assess the skill of making decisions.







The Brazil topic is largely
geographical and is taught by a
member of the Geography
Department (Mrs Wilson this year).
This topic explores aspects of
Brazil’s physical and human
geography. Pupils will learn about
Brazil’s coasts, cerrado and
rainforests. Pupils will also learn
about life in Briazil’s favelas.
There is one assessment for this
part of the course – which is about
favelas and will assess the key skill
of investigating.







The China topic is largely social and political
and is taught by a member of the Modern
Studies Department (Miss Gunn this year).
This topic explores the issues of crime and
human rights in China. Pupils will also learn
about Tibet and the One Child Policy.
There is one assessment for this part of the
course – which is about the One Child Policy
and will assess the key skill of comparing and
contrasting.





Pupils will have regular, small homework
tasks to do for this course.
Homework should take between half an hour
and an hour per week.



There is end of year exam for People and
Society, as it is an N3/4 level course. All
assessments are completed in school and
marked by teachers. Teachers then submit
information about unit passes to the SQA.






Unit 1 – Scotland
Unit 2 – Brazil
Unit 3 – China
Added Value Unit

N4





Unit 1 – Scotland
Unit 2 – Brazil
Unit 3 – China

N3








This will be done in from January to March.
This is an extended investigation.
Pupils have to choose their own topic (with
guidance) and investigate it themselves.
Pupils then choose how to present their
findings. This could be as a report,
presentation, poster or anything else that
they want to do.
This is the most demanding part of the N4
course, as pupils really must do it themselves
and meet the deadlines set by their teacher.







Attendance – good attendance is essential, as this
course is internally assessed throughout the year.
Catch up – if your child misses any class time, for
example for college, it is extremely important that
they catch up with missed work.
Homework – help to create a time and space where
pupils can complete homework, by themselves.
Deadlines – please help your child to be organised
about recording and meeting deadlines – especially
for the Added Value Unit. A homework diary would
be good and regular check-ins about what your child
is doing and what deadlines are coming up would
also be beneficial.

